74                             THE "MEMOIRS  OF
June 4. I had a letter from Secretary Morice, whereby' he ordered me to send up one Levens, a prisoner of State then in my gaol, which I observed ; but I found afterwards it was not regular, for I ought not to have parted with him without a Habeas Corpus.
About this time I had notice to write to my Lord Bellasis that some foot and a troop of horse should be sent to reinforce his lordship in the East Biding from the deputy lieutenants of the West Eiding, if 'he so desired, which was done accordingly.
A peace was concluded with France, Denmark, and the States-General; but before it was sufficiently known, the Dutch sent a part of their fleet up the river Thames as high as Chatham, where they burnt several of his Majesty's ships, and put the whole city of London into such a fear that they were ready to leave their houses and estates to the mercy of the enemy, whom they believed already at their backs. The militia of the City and several of the Guards were drawn down to oppose them, where a great many were killed before they could repulse them.
The Parliament was prorogued near this time till October, which had then given his Majesty a tax upon land. The King, wanting money by advance, sent to borrow it in several parts of the kingdom, and in Yorkshire amongst others, offering to give security out of the land tax to repay it. A meeting of the deputy lieutenants was held at York to this purpose, my Lord Burlington being again lord lieutenant of the West Eiding by another disgrace that the Duke of Buckingham lay under; but no money could be gotten, they and others excusing themselves to my Lord Burlington, and so to the King, by reason of the poverty of the country.
Mason, a prisoner of State, sent down guarded by some ten troopers of the guard to be tried at York, was rescued by five men at Ferrybridge and taken from them.